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i®i Bealtaine

Bealtaine Is the Irish word for May. May Day is on May Tst. Long ago In

Ireland people celebrated the start of summer on this day. They were glad
the winter was over and had a party with dancing outside and a big bonfire.
@ Decorate the hawthorn bush ) P
for May Day.

The hawthorn bush was decorated
for May Day. The bush was in

the garden or a field close to the
house. Ribbons and bits of cloth
were tied to its branches. The bush
brought luck to the house and its
family for the year ahead.

© Finish these sentences.

1. On the Ist of May people celebrated
2. Bealtaine s the Irish name for

3. People were glad because

4. Two things they did were dancing and
5. People decorated @ hawthorn bush with
6. They thought the decorated bush would

@ Read about May wildflowers. Draw $,imm
primroses and bluebells to fil the basket.

Children picked wildflowers the day before

May Day. They picked primroses and bluebells

because they were yellow and biue like the sun Blucbells

in the sky. They put the flowers on windowsills

and doorsteps to bring luck and to keep away

bad fairies. They also put flowers near farm

animals to keep them safe and well for another

year. The children made crowns from flowers

and wore them on May Day. They carried

baskets of flowers on May Day and had

parade. They dropped the flowers one by one

in front of them as they walked.
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© write a sentence under each picture.

1. Children picked flowers the day ~ 2-
before May Day.

My name is Joan and | remember my mother
getting up just before dawn every year on May

Day. She went outside and rubbed her hands in the
grass. It was wet from the morning dew. She rubbed
this dew water an her face and let it dry by halding her head up
10 the sky. When her face was dry she came back inside. She
said the dew was good for her skin and kept her looking young.

1. When ?
Joan's mother got up before dawn on May Day.

2. Where ?
She went outside.

3. What ?
There was dew on the grass.

4. Why ?

She rubbed the dew on her face because it was good for her skin.
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r 81 Summer

@) Write the missing words. Use the word box.

(year seasons  spring summer June July winter four three

There are four Ina - They are:
summer, autumn and Each season has.
months. The months of May, and
are in summer. This is a picture of the month of June. It is in the season of

Itis half past n this picture.

@ Wwrite a sentence about each object numbered 1o 10 in the summer
picture. The first one is done. Use the word box to help you.

(open watering wearing nectar baling hay blooming flying swimming |

1. Sky: It Is half past four, but the sky is still very blue.

2. House (windows):

3. Boy:

4. Baby birds:

5. Trees:

6. Farmer:

7. Dandelion:

8. Butterfly:

9. Wasp:
10. Tadpole:
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i@i Life Cycle of the Butterfly !l
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@ Look carefully at these two butterflies
that live in Ireland. Copy their
different patterns and colours.

Small Tortoiseshell
(size: 50 mm)

Red Admiral
(size: 65 mm)

© Read about the life cycle of the butterfly. Write the missing words.
. The butterfly lays about 500 eggs. It uses a special

g to stick them onto leaves. glue

2. Let's look at just one egg. The egg hatches. Out comes | leaves
e . caterpillar

3. The caterplliar starts to eat | Meatsand | duvet
eats. It grows big and strong. flies

4. The caterplliar covers ltself in a cocoon (like you cover | wings

yourself with a d )
5. Inside its cocoon, the caterpillar starts to change. It grows w.

6. The caterpillar turns into a butterfly and breaks out of its cocoon.
it off fo find food.

@ write the )
missing

e (S B s
110 6,for )

each stage
of the life
cycle.
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((Find out and write about the Monarch butterfly and the amazing journey it makes. ﬁﬁ





